Drosera quartzicola (Droseraceae), a new species from the Serra do Cipó highlands, Minas Gerais state, southeastern Brazil, is described here. The morphological characters that distinguish it from similar Drosera species are discussed, together with habitat information, detailed illustrations, and its conservation status. A key to the Drosera species of the Serra do Cipó is provided.
Introduction
The Serra do Cipó highlands (part of the greater Cadeia do Espinhaço highlands) in central Minas Gerais state, southeastern Brazil, became the focus of numerous studies by the Botany Department of the University of São Paulo and other institutions. These studies were initiated in the latter half of the 20th Century, because then it was realized this area harbored an enormous biodiversity. As a result, the Serra do Cipó National Park was created in 1975 and these highlands are now one of the most thoroughly botanized areas of Brazil.
In a floristic study of the Serra do Cipó, Silva (1999) Rivadavia (2003: 82) and D. tentaculata Rivadavia (2003: 79) .
Based on morphological data, Santos (1989) corroborated the species status for D. hirtella Saint-Hilaire (1824: 262) . Rivadavia et al. (2003) and Rivadavia (2005) added support from molecular phylogenetic reconstructions and karyotype data for a closer tie between D. hirtella and D. communis, as these two species are found in a clade of mostly diploid species, whereas D. montana is included in a tetraploid clade. Rivadavia
